
I support any efforts to promote localism in broadcast television. 
In my market, the local NBC affiliate has chosen to air the movie  
Shrek instead of a Democratic Presidential primary debate that is  
taking place in Milwaukke, whose braodcast rights are exclusively  
held by NBC. The Madsion NBC affilliate has decided that the public  
would best be served by showing a movie that can be locally  
obtained at any number of rental outlets instead of airing a live  
debate of great regional and national interest. 
Whose interest are best being served? I think the station is short  
changing the local public in order to make some ad revenues. What  
compounds this situation is that the broadcast rights are exclusive  
and there are no other avenues for the local public to watch these  
debates. This is a perfect example of a staion not fulfilling its  
public obligation and further contributing to the dumbing down of  
our democracy. 
 


